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Warning! Caution! 
• DO NOT allow children or 

persons without proper in-
structions operate the unit. 

• Be AWARE of your surround-
ings.  Watch out for holes or 
deep depressions in the land-
scape.  Inspect area for ob-
jects that may present a 
safety hazard or cause dam-
age to the unit, (large rocks, 
cans, bottles, etc.).  AVOID 
rough terrain. 

• DO NOT leave towing vehicle 
unattended while engine is 
running. 

• DO NOT permit persons to 
ride on the Tow-Z Mower 
frame at any time. 

• Keep ALL shields, guards 
and safety devices in place 
and in proper working condi-
tion.  

• ALWAYS STOP engine and 
remove spark plug wires and 
remove ignition key before 
adjusting, servicing, or per-
forming maintenance. 

• Tow-Z unit must be pulled 
with discharge on operators 
right side to avoid being in-
jured by debris. 

 
Service & Parts Information 

All information, illustrations and 
specifications contained herein are 
based on the most current product 
information available at the time of 
publishing.  Bishop Enterprises, 
Inc. is dedicated to the continuous 
improvement of our products.  
Therefore we  reserve the right to 
make changes at anytime without 
prior notice.  If a change is made 
to your TOW-Z mower, which is 
not reflected in this operators man-
ual or any associate illustration or 
parts list, see your TOW-Z distribu-
tor/dealer for current information 
and updates.   
 
TOW-Z products should NEVER 
be modified unless it is by the in-
stallation of factory authorized kits 
listed in this manual.  Any such 
modifications must be authorized 
by the manufacturer.  Use only 
original equipment (O.E.M.) re-
placement parts.  Remember: all 
warranty repair and service must 

be performed by an author-

ized dealer. 
NOTE: Any unauthorized altera-
tions or modifications to the TOW-
Z mower releases Bishop Enter-
prises, Inc. from any warranty 
agreement and liability resulting 
from use of the modified equip-
ment.  
 Safe Operation Procedures 
 
TRAINING: 
1. Read this manual carefully and 

question your dealer if something is 
unclear. 

2. Be thoroughly familiar with the con-
trols and proper use of the equip-
ment. 

3. Never allow children, teenagers, or 
persons unfamiliar with commercial 
mowers to operate the mower. 

4. Do not mow while people, particu-
larly children, or pets are nearby. 

 
PREPARATION: 
1. The use of personal protective 

equipment such as (but not lim-
ited to) protection for the eyes, 
ears, feet and head are recom-
mended. 

2. Never operate the mower with-
out proper guards, covers, safety 
switches and devices in place 
and properly functioning.  In-
spect these items daily for their 
condition and proper operation.  
If the condition or operation of 
these devices is questionable 
they must be replaced or re-
paired before using the mower. 

3. Thoroughly inspect the area to 
be mowed and remove all 
stones, sticks, wire and other 
debris that may be thrown by the 
mower.  Also note or mark other 
obstacles such as holes, stumps 
etc. 

4. Do not operate the mower when 
barefoot or wearing open shoes.  
Always wear substantial foot-
wear and long pants. 

5. Fill gas tank before starting the 
mower.  DO NOT SMOKE near 
gasoline containers.  DO NOT fill 
gas tank indoors or when the 
engine is HOT or running.  Clean 
off any spilled gasoline before 
starting the mower. 

 
OPERATION: 
1. Mow only in daylight or good ar-

tificial light. 
2. Do not operate the mower in wet 

grass if possible. 
3. NEVER OPERATE THE 
TOWING MOWER WITH-
OUT THE WINDROW 
CHUTE IN THE DOWN 

POSITION ON THE TOWING 
UNIT! 

4. Mow up and down slopes.  Use 
extreme caution when mowing 
or turning on slopes.  Always 
turn to the downhill direction.  
DO NOT mow excessively steep 
slopes (mower may tip over 
and cause serious injury or 
death). 

5. Use caution when backing up. 
6. Stop the blade when crossing 

surfaces other than grass; or 
when traveling to or from the 
area to be mowed. 

7. Never operate the mower with 
defective, broken or excessively 
worn parts.  Keep all shields, 
guards and safety devices in 
place and in proper working or-
der. 

8. Do not change the engine gover-
nor settings or over speed the 
engine.  Operating the engine at 
excessive speeds will increase 
the hazard of injury and can se-
verely damage the machine. 

9. Keep hands, feet and clothing 
away from rotating parts at all 
times.   

10.NEVER make adjustments to 
the mower while engine and/or 
blades are running. 

11.After striking a foreign object, 
stop the mower and remove key.  
Inspect the mower for any dam-
age and repair it immediately 
before continuing to mow. 

12.Never operate the equipment in 
an enclosed or contained area 
without proper ventilation of the 
engine exhaust. 

13.Do not allow any passengers to 
ride the mower.  Keep others 
away from the mower when in 
operation. 
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Transportation: 
1. Use a heavy duty trailer to 

haul the mower.  Turn off fuel 
valve and strap mower to the 
trailer.  Be sure to tie down the 
mower to the trailer. 

2. Keep all nuts, bolts and 
screws tight  to keep mower in 
safe operating condition. 

3. Never store the mower with 
gasoline in the tank inside a 
building where fumes could 
reach an open flame or be ig-
nited by a spark. 

4. Engine maintenance should 
comply with the engine manu-
facturers specification found in 
the engine manual. 

5. To reduce the risk of fire keep 
the mower free of grass, 
leaves and excessive grease 
or oil. 

6. Have your mower inspected 
and serviced each year by an 
authorized dealer. 

7. Use only authentic replace-
ment parts to insure the safety 
and quality of your TOW-Z 
mower is maintained. 

8. Safety decals should be re-
placed if they are missing or 
illegible.  Decals can be pur-
chased through your author-
ized dealer. 

 
Maintenance: 
1. Engine oil level: Check daily 

with engine cold and on a flat 
surface.  Remove the dipstick 
and wipe clean.  Reinsert the 
dipstick all the way, but do not 

screw down.  Remove the dip-
stick and check oil level.  If oil 
level is low add oil.  Use en-
gine manufactures specs for 
oil type. 

2. Mower blades:  Stop engine 
and remove ignition key.  In-
spect blades and sharpen or 
replace as needed.  Check 
daily or more often if possible.  
The machine requires more 
power with dull blades and 
produces a poor uneven cut.  
If blades are bent, replace 
them.  Blades should not have 
any notches from hitting ob-
jects.  The air foil on top of the 
blade should be sufficient to 
raise the grass for cutting.  If 
blades are in good condition, 
sharpen at an angle of 22 to 
28 degrees about 2-1/2 inches 
in from the blade tip.  NOTE: 
After sharpening, check 
blades for proper balance.  
Correct unbalanced blades to 
prevent excessive vibration. 

3. Safety interlock system:  
Check daily and never operate 
the TOW-Z mower if this sys-
tem is not functioning properly.  
If the mower starts with any of 
these controls on or in an op-
erating position, turn the 
mower off and repair the sys-
tem immediately. 

4. Engine oil:  Change oil to 
manufacturers specifications.  
Stop engine and remove igni-
tion key.  Drain oil with engine 
still “warm”.  Remove 3/8 inch 

hex cap from end of drain tube 
and empty into appropriate 
container.  Replace hex cap.  
Remove oil filter.  Replace 
with new oil filter by applying a 
film of oil to the gasket and 
then install.  Refill engine ac-
cording to the specified 
amount in the engine manual.  
Start engine and let idle slowly 
to allow oil to recoat the inte-
rior of the engine, inspect for 
leaks. 

5. Tire pressure:  Tires are 13 
inch, 4 ply.  Recommend 
maintain 28 psi. These types 
of tires are not designed for 
highway use.   

6. Battery: On electric start units 
is a maintenance free unit. 

7. Belts: Check at least every 25 
hours of mowing time.  Stop 
engine, remove ignition key.  
Check the condition of the 
drive belt.  Replace exces-
sively worn or cracked belts 
immediately.  See Fig 5 

8. Lubrication: Lubricate grease 
zerks located on all four 
wheels, both rear swivel yokes 
and at both idler pulleys.  DO 
NOT get any grease on the 
idler pulleys or the belt.  Apply 
grease at least every 25 hours 
of mowing time. 

9.  Clean air intake 
screen regularly 
during use to pre-
vent engine dam-
age. 
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7 Parts List for Figure 2 
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Wiring Diagram For Manual 
Start Units 

      Wiring Diagram: 
Clutch Switch To Plug 

8 



Wiring Diagram For 
Electrical Start Units 

                 Wiring Diagram: 
Extension Harness Through Tow Bar 

9 
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Limited Warranty 
 

Bishop Enterprises, Inc. (hereinafter referred to as “Bishop”) warrants for one (1) year 
all new TOW-Z units. This warranty extends to the original retail purchaser only and com-
mences on the date of original retail purchase. Accordingly, this warranty is not transferable 
to any subsequent purchasers.  
 

Any part of the TOW-Z unit or accessory manufactured by Bishop and found in the rea-
sonable judgment of Bishop to be defective in material or workmanship will be repaired or 
replaced by an authorized TOW-Z distributor/dealer without charge for parts and labor. The 
TOW-Z unit, including any defective part, must be returned to an authorized TOW-Z distribu-
tor/dealer within the warranty period of one-year. The owner/operator will be responsible for 
the expense of returning the TOW-Z unit to an authorized distributor/dealer for warranty ser-
vice, as well as the expense for having it returned to them after said repair or replacement.  
 

Bishop’s responsibility is limited to making the required repairs or replacements. No 
claim of breach of warranty shall be cause for cancellation or rescission of the contract of 
sale of any TOW-Z unit. Proof of purchase will be required by the authorized TOW-Z distribu-
tor/dealer to substantiate any warranty claim and all warranty work must be performed by an 
authorized TOW-Z distributor/dealer. 
 

Bishop makes no warranty with respect to engines, tires, or other parts not of their 
manufacture. (Such parts are usually warranted separately by their respective manufactur-
ers.)  This warranty does not include service items subject to normal wear (i.e., tines). This 
warranty does not cover any TOW-Z unit that has been subject to misuse, neglect, negli-
gence, or accident, or that has been operated or maintained in any way contrary to the oper-
ating or maintenance instructions as specified in the TOW-Z Operator’s Manual. The warranty 
does not apply to any TOW-Z unit that has been altered or modified so as to adversely affect 
the unit’s operation, performance, or durability or that has been altered or modified so as to 
change its intended use. In addition, the warranty does not extend to repairs made necessary 
by normal wear, or by the use of parts or accessories which, in the reasonable judgment of 
Bishop, are either incompatible with the TOW-Z unit or adversely affect its ability to function 
properly. 
 

Bishop reserves the right to change or improve the design of any TOW-Z unit, without 
prior notice, and  without assuming any obligation to modify any unit previously manufac-
tured. 
 

All implied warranties are limited in duration to the applicable one-year period. All im-
plied warranties, including merchantability, fitness for a particular purpose or otherwise, are 
disclaimed in their entirety after the expiration of the one-year warranty period. Bishop’s obli-
gation under this warranty is strictly and exclusively limited to the repair or replacement of 
defective parts, and Bishop does not assume or authorize anyone to assume for them any 
other obligation. 
 
 


	Limited Warranty
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